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TO: News / Assignment Desk or News Editor

Update on Officer Involved Shooting in Knightsen

The investigation into an officer involved shooting last night in Knightsen is on-
going. Per the county’s law enforcement involved fatal incident protocol this case is be-
ing investigated by the Contra Costa County District Attorney’s Office and the Sheriff’s
Office.

Yesterday, at about 9:38 AM, Delta Station Deputy Sheriffs responded to a
home on the 1700 block of Green Acres Lane in Knightsen regarding a report of
spousal abuse.

The female victim reported that she was held hostage overnight by an ex-
boyfriend who sexually assaulted her, threw her on a coffee table, tied her to a chair
with duct tape, and poured gasoline on her. The suspect is identified as 44-year-old
Eduardo Martinez of Bay Point. He also threatened to burn down the house with her in
it. The victim, who said Martinez had a shotgun and pistol, also reported that he made
threats to shoot law enforcement and said he did not want to go back to jail. The vic-
tim, who is not being identified, was able to escape from the house.

Deputies set up a perimeter around the house and made numerous announce-
ments for Martinez to come out. There was no response. The Sheriff’'s Office SWAT
Team and Hostage Negotiation Team (HNT) responded to the location at about 12:40
PM.

HNT communicated with Martinez during the afternoon and into the evening
asking him to surrender. Martinez fired the shotgun into the ground and shot at Depu-
ties several times during the day and would not give up.

At about 8:58 PM, Martinez came out of the house advancing on deputies and
fired his shotgun at SWAT Team members. Three of them were struck. Deputies re-
turned fire hitting the suspect. Martinez was later pronounced deceased at the scene.
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One Deputy was struck in his chest but was saved by his bulletproof vest. An-
other was hit in his head by shotgun pellets and the third was shot in his arm. All have
been treated and released from the hospital.

Martinez has extensive contacts with law enforcement. His previous arrests in-
clude: domestic battery, spousal abuse, making criminal threats, false imprisonment,
obstruction, receiving stolen property and multiple counts of driving under the influ-
ence.

Anyone with any information on this incident is asked to contact the Investiga-
tion Division at (925) 313-2600. For any tips, email: tips@so.cccounty.us or call (866)
846-3592 to leave an anonymous voice message.
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For more information, please call:
Jimmy Lee, Public Information Officer: (925) 313-2643

The Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office offers a full range of law enforcement services to over 1,000,000 residents
in the 715 square mile county. Besides patrolling the unincorporated areas, Deputy Sheriffs provide comprehensive
police services to a number of contract cities and special districts. Additionally, the Sheriff’s Office operates county
detention facilities, provides security for the courts and runs the Office of Emergency Services. Log on
www.cocosheriff.org for more information.
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